Holy Name of Mary
Patronal Feast of the Society of Mary
12th September
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The Society’s mission is to continue the mission of Jesus for the ‘Kingdom of God’. It does this in Mary's way, bringing ‘an alternative consciousness to the Church’. (John Jago SM)
Bearing Mary’s Name:
From the very beginning, the first Marists were convinced that Mary herself wished to have a new family bearing her name and living the Gospel in her spirit: 'I reflect on the name I bear, what a source of hope, of reassurance! The name of Mary that we bear was not given us by men; it came to us from heaven' (Colin).
Initial Reflection: 
"To choose Mary’s name is to enter into a special relationship with her, which teaches Marists to relate to their neighbour in such a way that through them Mary can be present to the Church of today as she was to the Church at its birth. Mary did not press her privileged position as the mother of Jesus, but was ready to be first and foremost his disciple, one who ‘hears the word of God and keeps it’ (Lk. 8:21)." [ SM Constitution, 15]

Reading: Acts 1:12-14

“Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day’s walk from the city. When they arrived, they went upstairs to the room where they were staying. Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers.” Word of the Lord: R/ Thanks be to God!
Reading: A Marian Church 
I would like to plead for a Marian Church … a Church which “lives the Gospel after the manner of Mary.” 

The Marian Church follows Mary into the mountains, goes off with her to encounter life; she visits men and women, and, though things may appear sterile, she is on the watch for what is coming to birth, for possibilities, for the life which beats in things.

The Marian Church rejoices and sings.  Instead of bemoaning its fate and the world’s woes, she is in wonder at the beauty there is on the earth and in the human heart, as she sees what God is doing there.

The Marian Church knows she is the object of a gratuitous love, and that God has the heart of a mother.  She sees God on the doorstep, on the lookout for the improbable return of a son; she sees him throw his arms around his neck, place the festal ring on his finger, and organise the home-coming feast.  

She pages through the family album, seeing Zaccheus in his sycamore tree, the woman taken in adultery, the Samaritan woman, foreigners, lepers, beggars and a prisoner at his place of execution.  So you see, the Marian Church despairs of no one, and does not quench the smoking flax.  When she finds someone on the side of the road wounded by life, she is moved by compassion, and with infinite tenderness tends their wounds.  She is the refuge of sinners, the mother of mercy.

The Marian Church does not know the answers before the questions are posed.  Her path is not traced out in advance.  She knows doubt and unease, night and loneliness.  That is the price of trust.  She takes her part in the conversation, but makes no claim to know everything.  She accepts that she must search.

The Marian Church lives in Nazareth in silence and simplicity.  She does not live in a castle.  Her home is like all the other homes.  She goes out to chat with the other villagers.  She weeps with them, rejoices with them, but she never preaches to them.  Above all she listens.
The Marian Church stands at the foot of the Cross.  She does not take refuge in a fortress, a chapel; she cannot be silent when people are being crushed.  She is vulnerable in her deeds and words.  With a humble courage she stands alongside the most insignificant.

The Marian Church lets in the wind of Pentecost. In the public square she quietly proclaims her message: God is true to his promises even though we know the pain and suffering of our current world.
And so, every evening, the Church sings Mary’s hymn, the Magnificat.  For the Church knows where her joy is to be found.  Look: God has not found our world with all its violence and wickedness uninhabitable.  It is here in this world where God meets us with an open heart and the gift of mercy. 
It was at the foot of the Cross a Marian people was born.  Seeing his mother and the beloved disciple, Jesus said to his mother: ‘Woman, this is your son.’ Then to the disciple: ‘This is your mother.’ From that moment, the disciple made a place for her in his home.

Let us belong to this people by making a place for Mary in our home so that, in the words of St. Thérèse, the Church will be “a heart resplendent with love.” (Francois Marc SM) 
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My soul glorifies the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, who looks upon me in my humble state; all generations will call me blessed; God works marvels for me, and holy is God’s name! God’s mercy is from age to age, on those who are afraid; whose arm reaches out in strength, and scatters the proud-hearted; who casts the mighty from their thrones, and raises the lowly! God fills the starving with good things, and sends the rich away empty; protecting Israel with divine mercy, the mercy promised to our ancestors, to Abraham, Sarah and their children forever!”
 Gospel of the Lord: R/ Praise to you … !
Reflections on Mary’s & Marist Life ….
Intercessions & Lord’s Prayer ….
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Final Prayer: Holy God, we praise your name that you chose Mary to be your Mother and now choose us to bear her name. In the footsteps of the first Marists, we commit ourselves to work for a Marian Church, a poor, serving, lowly Church that searches only after Jesus Christ. May we think as Mary, feel as Mary, judge and act as Mary in all things so that we may be more effective instruments of your love and mercy in our world. We pray ….
Hail Mary

Final Blessing
[image: image4.emf]"Because they bear the name of Mary, Marists desire to be like her and follow Jesus as she did. Contemplating Mary in the mysteries of Nazareth and Pentecost and her role at the end of time, they come to share her zeal for her Son’s mission in his struggle against evil, and to respond with promptness to the most urgent needs of God’s people." [SM Constitution, 8]
